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Chapters 17 - 19
Creation & Evolution



Dealing with Creation/Evolution
1. Understand that Creation/Evolution is potentially a very contentious issue. 

2. Be open to listen and discuss, but no one is asking that anyone put their 
beliefs aside. 

3. There will be opportunity for discussion and interaction. Here are the 
ground rules for LISTENING:

a) LISTENING does NOT mean agreement.

b) FOCUS on what the person is saying versus preparing your own 

thoughts for rebuttal.

c) ACKNOWLEDGE the other person and what they are saying.

d) CLARIFY (ask questions) to understand the other personôs 
perspective.

4. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 

seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 1 John 4:20

 Love is the greatest commandment and reality that we have!



By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:

ÇEstablish the best way to deal with a potentially controversial 

and contentious issue.

Ç Identify and dismantle misconceptions related to creation / 

evolution.

ÇLearn and practice the appropriate questions to ask in a 

discussion of creation / evolution.

ÇUnderstand the fossil record, its place in earthôs history, and 

the use of radioactive dating.

ÁScience Practice: Fossils, Radioactive Dating

 Lesson Objectives



Dealing with Creation/Evolution

Slander no one,to be UNCONTENTIOUS, peaceable 

and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone. 

Titus 3:2

And the Lordôs servant must not be contentious or 

quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, 

bearing with wrong.

2 Timothy 2:24

Be all of the same mind, sympathetic [we are all fallen flesh], 

love one another, tenderhearted [versus hard hearted], and 

humble-minded [versus fleshly pride].

1 Peter 3:8



Psalm 19:1

ά¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ŀōƻǾŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘƛǿƻǊƪΦέ 



Why is it important to understand 
evolutionary theory?

Within the theory of evolution are ideas/processes 
that are also true of creation (COMMONALITY). 

Evolution is taught worldwide. You will have to deal 
with it and most likely be challenged by its 
advocates. òStudy to show yourself approved of God 
é Cut straight the word of truthó (2 Timothy 2:15 ).

Develop the critical thinking skills needed to 
present an academic defense of creation ( 1 Peter 3:15 -16).

Many college entrance exams include Evolutionary 
theory. 
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Commonality of Creation & Evolution
Natural Selection & Microevolution ( change over time ). 

COMMON design vs. common ancestor ( similar  DNA).

COMPARATIVES: Anatomy, Embryology, Cytology, 
Biochemistry

Expanding Universe ( God is infinite) that had a 
beginning.

Competition and Adaptation

Variation

Fossil Record (amber, cast, mold, petrified, trace, 
imprint)

Not everything is false or incorrect or evil.



Dealing with Creation/Evolution
15But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answerto 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hopethat you have. But do this with 

meekness and respect,16keeping a clear conscience,so that those who speak 

maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

1 Peter 3:15-16 

1. The world teaches evolution as fact. It is NOT!

2. We must address MISCONCEPTIONS that have been 
established as truth and replace them with scriptural facts 
and truth.

3. We need to learn to LISTEN and ask the appropriate 
questions to avoid contention and lead others to facts and 
truth.

4. We need to learn EVIDENCE to support our position as 
believers in Christ and His Holy scriptures.



ÅIt is human nature to teach 
what we think is right as 
άC!/¢Φέ

ÅWhether Christian or not.

ÅThere are many false 
teachings and religions.

See to it that no one takes you 

captive through hollow and 

deceptive philosophy,which 

depends on human tradition and 

the elemental spiritual forcesof this 

world rather than on Christ. 

Colossians 2:8



There are many scripture verses that tell us to 
evaluate our thinking and understandings:
Åά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘέ Galatians 6:7; 1 Corinthians 6:9; 15:33; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 

James 1:16

Åά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘέ Romans 11:25; 1 Corinthians 10:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:13

Åά.ŜǿŀǊŜέ Matthew 7:15; 16:6; Luke 12:1; 2 Peter 3:17

Åά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘέ Ephesians 4:17-24

Χ¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
make it obedientto Christ. 

2 Corinthians 10:5

Can we honestly confess that we do this?

We need to be humble and watchful because 

we are easily deceived by Godôs enemy.



.ȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ άPre-historicέ 
means before recorded history.

Yet, so-called scientists promote 
ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ άǊŜŀƭ-ƭƛŦŜέ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
pre-historic age as fact.

Humans indulge in SCIENCE FICTION 
(e.g. Star Trek, Star Wars, UFOs, 
Aliens, time travel, Jurassic World, 
Cataclysmic events, etc.).

Much of the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ 
or speculation, legend, myth, passed along as fact. [2 Corinthians 10:4-5]

Pro-choice Ą ñmy body, my choiceò is not science because the baby is in a ñwombò 

separated from the womanôs body. Yet, millions of people argue politically for abortion.

Dinosaur depictions are mostly speculation because a few fossilized bones are found yet 

complete images of their structure, appearance, skin color & behaviors are displayed!



άEvolution and Creationism are compatibleΦέ

People try to bridge the gap 
between evolution and creationism.

They are MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE.

There is nothing random or chance in Godôs creation of the universe and 

all living things. ñAnd it was soò (Genesis 1:3, 7, 9, 11, 15, 24, 29).

God was not random, but specific in all His creation. ñFor you created 

my inmost being;you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise 

you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.ò (Psalms 139:13)

God caused vegetation to spring forth on the 3rd day & made the sun 

and moon on the fourth day. That is not naturally possible (Genesis 

1:11, 14, 18).

God created all living things ñAFTER THEIR OWN KINDò (Genesis 1).



ñMan came from an apeò

Evolution points to common ancestry.

ñThe universe came out of a primordial soup.ò

Evolution shows a progression from chemicals to 
genetic material to cells to living systems.

ñFaith is not scientificò

Both evolution and Creationism are FAITH-based.



Faith -based Views

Creationism  and 
Evolution  are both 
origin theories.

There is no way of 
directly ñtestingò 
either view.



ñThere are TWO opposing 

views and no other valid ones: 

naturalism and creationism.ò

ÅNaturalism advocates a 13.5 billion year old expanding universe with no 
supernatural (theistic) forces, but created through random, naturalistic 
processes, beginning from a Big Bang.

ÅñCreationistsò believe in Godôs sovereignty, omnipotence, omniscience, 
and omnipresence as the Creator. They reject the notion that natural 
processes can produce change over time, holding to seven 24-hour 
days creation of all things. Genesis is a literal and chronological record 
of an ~6000 year old earth. Fossils are either ignored or derived from 
the great flood.

ÅThese are the EXTREMES and there are many other 

beliefs. Not all Bible believers accept either extreme.



ñFaith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of 

Godò  Romans 10:17

ÅThere is a natural faith that all people possess.

ÅThere is a spiritual faith that only believers in Jesus 
Christ possess (a gift from God).

We need to use the God-inspired Holy Scriptures as 

our basis of faith.

ñFor by Grace you are saved 

through faith, and this NOT of 

yourselves, it is a gift of God.ò 
Ephesians 2:8-9



To believe the earth and 

universe may be billions 

of years old DOES 

NOT mean one has to 

believe in evolution.

Believers in Jesus Christ can hold 

absolutely to the Holy Scriptures 

but NOT to a ~6000 year young 

earth teaching or interpretation.

God can and does use natural processes in His creation. (e.g. 

creation itself is a process over 7 days; pregnancy; 

growth/maturation, metamorphosis). 

Not all of Godôs miracles are instantaneous, but involve process.



Genuine believers in 

Jesus know that God 

COULD HAVE created 

the universe, earth, and 

all living things in 6 

days if He so chose.

The word ñYomò (Hebrew) for ñdayò [Genesis 1] can be 

translated 24 hours or a period of time.
 

For instance, Genesis 2:4 states ñThis is the account of the heavens and 

the earth when they were created, in the ñDAYò that the Lord God made 

the earth and heavenò, implying a period of time.



Earthõs 

RotationGod set two great lights ï the greater lightto 
governthe day and the lesser light to 
governthe night.é And there was evening, 
and there was morning ï the FOURTH day. 
Genesis 1:16-19

ÅEarth spins on its imaginary ñaxisò.

ÅIt takes 24 hours (1 day ï ñYomò) 

for the Earth to make one complete 
rotation (evening and morning) based 
on the sun ñrisingò and ñsettingò.

There was NO sun or moon ruling the earth for days 1 ï 3 of 

Genesis 1, meaning that 24 hour daylength did not exist yet. 

ñYomò can be translated either ñperiod of timeò or literal 24 hour 

day. Genesis 1:1-15 did not have the sun yet.

http://somup.com/cZVbFDkpHP (6:58) 

Young Earth or Old Earth? [by Christians]

http://somup.com/cZVbFDkpHP


God calledthe light ñday,ò and the darkness he called ñnight.òAnd there was 

evening, and there was morning ð one day. Genesis 1:5

ÅTranslations changed the meaning to ñthe first dayò, but that is 

not in the original Hebrew text.

ÅThere is NO definite article, ñtheò for the first five days in 

Genesis 1 (vv. 5, 8, 13, 19, 23). It is added based on 

interpretation, not according to the Hebrew text.

ñDayò in Genesis 1

The definite article, ñtheò 
is in the Hebrew text for 
days 6 and 7 (Genesis 
1:31; 2:2).



4 This is the accountof the heavens and the earth when they were created,when 

theLORD God made the earth and the heavens. 5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the 

earthand no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earthand 

there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streamscame up from the earth and watered the 

whole surface of the ground.

7 Then theLORD God formedman from the dustof the groundand 

breathed into his nostrils the breathof life, and the man became a living being. 8 Now 

theLORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden;and there he put the man he had 

formed.

9 TheLORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground. Genesis 2:4-9

18TheLORDGod said, ñIt is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable 

for him.ò 19Now theLORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animalsand all 

the birds in the sky. Genesis 2:18-19

ÅGod formed man BEFORE the plants/trees [day 3 Genesis 1:11-13], wild 
animals [day 6 Genesis 1:24-25, 31], and all the birds [day 5 Genesis 1:21-23].

Genesis 2 shows a different 

chronological order than Genesis 1



άa!/wh-ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ŀ 
change from one SPECIES 
to another over LONG 
periods of time: 
άǎǇŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

ñMICRO-evolutionò 
simply means any change 

over time. All scientists 

accept this.



Evolution improperly EXTRAPOLATES and makes quantum 
leaps that cannot be supported with actual science:

άa!/wh-ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ {t9/L9{ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƻǾŜǊ [hbD ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΥ άǎǇŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

ÅEvolutionists have misused microevolution as a 
foundation for macroevolution, 

Å{ǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ άŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƴŜǿ 
species can develop over time, but

Å¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ bh άƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜǎέ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎƭŀƛƳΦ

ÅViruses and bacteria did not become something else.

ñMICRO-evolutionò simply 
means any change over time (e.g. 

mutation). All scientists accept this.



Lifeôs Biggest Questions

Which came first the chicken 
or the egg?

Why deal with such an issue 
when both sides disagree so 
strongly?



Lifeôs Biggest Questions

Where did we come from?

What is our purpose on earth?

How do we find a reliable 
source for the answers to the 
questions about life, the world, 
and the universe?



The answers to our questions

é must rely on THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, 
inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, 
conviction, correction 
and instruction in 
righteousness that the 
man of God may be fully 
equipped for every good 
work. 

2 Timothy 3:16 -17



Asking the Right Questions 

Where did 
ñitò come 

from?

The universe and 
earth?

The big bang?

The chemicals?

Eventually, one 
cannot answer é



Asking the Right Questions 

What 
about 

ENTROPY?
2nd  Law of 

Thermodynamics

Everything goes 
toward randomness 

and disorder.

The big bang 
produced order?

Textbooks define 
entropy properly 

UNTIL dealing with 
evolution.



Asking the Right Questions 

Where are the 
intermediates?

Gradualism teaches that new species evolved over 
time. Therefore, there should be myriads of 
intermediates? But, there are NOT.

Natural history museums make up false 
ñintermediatesò é not based on actual creatures, 
but from pieces of bone or from imagination.



No Intermediates
e.g., The whale & cow have an evolutionary 
common ancestor. Where is the whale -cow?

[Evolutionist use the phrase ñtransitional fossilsò 

based on microevolution to compensate.]

There are many animals that could NOT have 
evolved gradually because of the extensive 
and complicated mechanisms that had to 
come into existence simultaneously.

Incredible Creatures  That Defy Evolution



Incredibles Creatures that 
Defy Evolution

A former evolutionist shows 
scientific evidence to disprove 

gradualistic evolution.

Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution

https://somup.com/c31vDmuc3J  (9:04)

https://screencast -o-
matic.com/watch/c31vb6V0qex  (11:23)

https://somup.com/c31vDmuc3J
https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/c31vb6V0qex
https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/c31vb6V0qex


Asking the Right Questions 

What about 
Spontaneous 
Generation?

Spontaneous 
Generation claims that 
life comes from NON-
living  things. It was 

disproved in the 1800ôs.

Yet, Evolution still 
teaches that chemicals 
and time produce the 

first living cells ?



Interpretation

ÅAll people at some 
point ask the same 
questions.

ÅHowever, their 
interpretations are 
vastly different than 
Godôs.

God has revealed 
Himself through nature 

(Romans 1:20).

For since the creation of the 

world Godôs invisible qualitiesð

his eternal power and divine 

natureðhave been clearly seen, 

being understood from what has 

been made,so that people are 

without excuse.



Did God fool us?

To take a strict 
6000 year approach 
to the earthôs age 
requires God to 
have bypassed laws 
of Physics .

The Genesis 1 -2 
account does NOT 
have to bypass laws 
of physics.

Genesis 1 uses the word ñcreatedò 

(out of nothing) three times, 

showing cataclysmic changes: 

1. 1:1 the heavens & the earth

2. 1:21 large animals; and 

3. 1:27 mankind.

Job 37-38 (written before 

Genesis) shows God creating the 

water cycle (rain, mist, dew, 

frost, ice, hail).



1.1 The Scope of Chemistry >

36

The Bible and Science:
 are absolutely compatible without the need to compromise.

Many famous scientists sought to honor God by their endeavors:

Johann Kepler (1571-1630) ï Astronomer

Awed by the power and wisdom of God, he once said that in his 

discoveries he was merely ñthinking Godôs thoughts after Him.

Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) ï Mathematician (Pressure Law)

émaintained that ñthe only perfect knowledge [comes] through 

Christian revelationò

Robert Boyle (1627-1691) ï ñFather of Chemistryò (atom)

éconvinced that the Bible is a divine revelation.

The Bible and Science



1.1 The Scope of Chemistry >

37

Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727)

Einstein once paid tribute to Newton by suggesting that 

his own work would have been impossible but for the 

discoveries of Newton. ñThis most beautiful system of the sun, 

planets, and comets, could only proceed from the counsel and 

dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.ò

Michael Faraday (1791-1867) - Electromagnetism

édevoutly believed that God was the maker and sustainer of all 

things and like Louis Pasteur was inspired in his scientific work by 

his simple but steadfast belief in the will of God.

Wernher von Braun (1912-1977) - NASA Rocket Engineer 

ñThere is certainly no scientific reason why God cannot retain the 

same position in our modern world that He held before we began 

probing His creation with the telescope and cyclotron.ò

The Bible and Science
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Influential Creation Scientists



Influential Creation Scientists

39

Carl Linnaeus ï Classification system (Binomial nomenclature) 

John Dalton ï British chemist identified the heredity nature of red-green color 

blindness;   

George Washington Carver ï botanist and inventor-uses for peanuts.  

Galileo Galilei ïphysicist, mathematician, engineer, astronomer, and philosopher 

who played a major role in the scientific revolution during the  renaissance.  

Isaac Newton ï physicist and mathematician ï laws of gravity 

Ben Carson ï neurosurgeon. 

Louis Pasteur ï pasteurization process, understanding of microbes. 

Gregory Mendel ï  Father of Genetics



A politically motivated scientific effort between 
Christians and secular scientists to promote the 
concept of intelligent design in order to 
scientifically analyze and publicize the multiple 
scientific problems with evolutionary theory.

Intelligent Design (ID) Movement



Gradualism - 
Macroevolution

The foundation of this 
model was laid down in 
1859 by Charles Darwin 
when he published his 
book ñOn the Origin of 
Speciesò.

Many others believed in 
spontaneous generation 
and evolution long before 
Darwin.



Naturalistic Worldview
Common Ancestor



Eyes to See, but Blind

ñThe eye is an utterly amazing creation of God. Even Darwin was quoted as 

saying that to think the eye was formed by random natural selection is 

absurd in the highest degreeò (London: Penguin Classics, 1985, p. 217). Yet, 

he still advocated evolution as the source.????

This is why I speak to them in parables: ñThough seeing, they do not 

see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the 

prophecy of Isaiah: ñóYou will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will 

be ever seeing but never perceiving.  Matthew 13:13-14



Fossil Record

Some people deny the 

existence of fossils é 

that is not good science 

nor good reasoning.

Types of fossils:  

preserved, cast, 

mold, petrified, 

trace, carbonized.



Fossils
Remains or traces of organisms from the past.

Found in Sedimentary Rock due to deposition.

Paleontology Ą study of fossils

Darwin predicted the existence of fossil  INTERMEDIATES  
in forming new species (Transitional Fossils ) So far, NONE 
have been scientifically substantiated.

Fossil Record



Fossil Record

According to evolutionists the 

earliest clues about life on earth 

date to about 3.5 billion years 

ago.

Fossils are the remains of a 

previously-living life form. 

Organisms that die rarely leave 

behind bones that fossilize.



Fossil Record

When an animal dies in 

nature, its body is quickly 

pulled apart by vultures and 

other scavengers, big and 

small.

Decomposers like bacteria, 

fungi, and insects, and physical 

factors such as water, wind, and 

sunlight, further break down the 

body, leaving few remains.

Occasionally, PARTS of a dead 

organism escape decay. If the 

right conditions exist, then parts 

of a dead animal can be 

fossilized before they decay 

completely.



ÅFossils can be divided intobody fossils, which entail whole 
organisms or body parts (usually small in size), andTRACE fossils, 
which preserve evidence of an ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ.

ÅExamples of TRACE fossils include footprints, nests, eggs, worm 
burrows, gizzard stones, and even feces.



Å.ƻŘȅ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳΩǎanatomy and can be 
further separated based on the condition of that preservation.

ÅSometimes, the remains of an organism are preserved in a 
virtuallyunalteredstate, meaning that the original composition of 
the organism is largely intact. Materials such as ice, volcanic ash, 
amber, asphalt, peat bog, and lake sediment can preserve remains 
in this way.



Over 3.5 million fossils have been excavated from the La Brea Tar Pits 
(south of Los Angeles, CA). Over 1 million bones, representing over 231 
species of vertebrates, 159 species of plants, and 234 species of 
invertebrates have been identified.

Dire wolves are the most common large mammals from La Brea Tar 
Pits, with about 4,000 individuals represented in its collections. The 
remains of over 2,000 individual saber-toothed cats rank second and 
coyotes rank third.

Asphalt, not tar, is the preservative.



¦Ǉ ǘƻ фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƳƳƻǘƘΩǎ ōƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ
60 mammoths have been found.



Fact or Fiction?

FACT

The actual skull bones 

of a Smilodon (saber 

toothed tiger).

FICTION

The science 

fiction version 

of what people 

think the saber 

toothed tiger 

looked like and 

acted like!

Smilodons are 

recent (~10,000 

years old).



Fact or Fiction?

A skull was found 

preserved in ice and this 

is what artists created!

Most dinosaurs were 

constructed from one or 

a few fossilized bones 

like a femur or jawbone.

Dinosaurs as depicted by 

museums were never 

found as complete 

specimen.



Article from 2022
Fact or Fiction?

ñThe massive skeletal remains of a 
dinosaur believed to be a 
brachiosaurus sauropod.

The brachiosaurus stood on four legs 
and used its extremely long neck to 
eat from tall trees. It roamed the 
earth for more than 140 million 
years, according to the American 
Museum of Natural History.ò

The creature discovered likely lived 
100 to 160 million years ago and 
measured roughly 39 feet tall and 82 
feet long, the researchers said.



Where are the giant creatures today ?

The largest land animals on 
earth today are elephants.

Two important aspects to 
consider:

1) Anything larger cannot 
support its weight 
without water.

2) Larger creatures cannot  
disperse the excessive 
internal body heat 
produced in their bodies 
without living in water.

Naturists claim that 
dinosaurs had hollow 
bones.

Some claim that dinosaurs 
and birds are distantly 
related.

People tend to interpret 
according to their already 
established ideologies, 
allowing prejudice, bias 
and improper assumptions.



ÅMost of the time, however, remains become altered 
through environmental exposure and decay. There are 
several types of fossilization processes that can alter an 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦ 

ÅIn the case ofpetrification, minerals seep into the 
remains of an organism and crystallize over long stretches 
of time, forming a stone version of the original organism.



Carbonizationƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ άŎŀǊōƻƴ ŎƻǇȅέ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳΦ

The carbon contained within the remains of a soft-bodied 
animal or plant forms a stamp-like impression on the 
sediment, while the remaining molecules break down.



ÅAmold fossilforms when the remains of an organism leave a 

mark in sediment that hardens before the organism rots or is 
washed away.

ÅSediment can then fill in that mold, forming what looks like a sand 

or clay version of the organism; this is called acastfossil. 

Å(Molds and casts may sound like trace fossils, but they are 
considered body fossils because they preserve an aspect of an 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳΩǎ ŀƴŀǘƻƳȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦύ



Cast fossils  ŀǊŜ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎ Ŧƛƭƭ ǳǇ ŀ ƳƻƭŘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ 
mass that resembles a rock. This usually happens when water seepage 
deposits minerals in the mold. As the mold is filled, the deposited materials 
harden, which produces a copy of the original fossil. The cast shows the 
outward appearance of how a creature once looked.

Although mold fossils and cast fossils seem the same, they're different. While 
the mold forms the outside of an object, the cast is formed from within the 
mold. 

A good way to understand the difference is to compare ice to the tray 
holding the ice. In other words, the tray is the mold and the ice is the cast.



DNA?

Only possibly 

found in 

ñpreservedò 

specimen.

DNA from dinosaurs and 

contemporary creatures is 

NOT available because 

there is no organic 

material remaining.

DNA breaks down within a few 

years.

Most organisms decompose or 

are consumed by decomposers 

and scavengers before they have 

a chance to become fossilized.

Only those that are buried 

rapidly in sediment are 

preserved.

This occurs more frequently with 

organisms living in water 

because the sediment is 

constantly settling, covering, and 

preserving the remains of 

organisms.



ÅThere are thousands of DISTINCT LAYERS of sediment containing 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭǎ Χ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ hb9 ƭŀȅŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳǎΦ

ÅOnly a tiny decimal percentage of organisms are fossilized. Yet, 
millions upon millions of fossils have been discovered, meaning that 
billions of organisms have lived at some period in time. (Could 
representatives fit in the ark?)

Å¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ a¦[¢Lt[9 9±9b¢{ όƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŎŜύ ƛƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
caused rock strata to be overturned [trilobites, worm and 

brachiopod burrows, footprints, fossilized mud cracks, raindrop 

craters, graded bedding that are usually found facing downward in 

the rock are found facing upward]. 

ÅSedimentary layers go up to 30,000 feet deep. This takes time.

Was the Fossil Record created 
exclusively by Noahôs Flood?


